Amendment: #_2

Department of Education
Representative WHITMIRE proposes the following amendment:

Amend

1A.25. (SDE-EIA: Professional Development) Of the funds appropriated for
professional development, up to $500,000 may be expended for gifted and talented
teacher endorsement and certification activities. The balance of EIA funds appropriated
for professional development must be allocated to districts based on the number of
weighted pupil units in each school district in proportion to the statewide weighted pupil
units using the one hundred thirty-five day count of the prior school year. The funds must
be expended on professional development for certificated instructional and instructional
leadership personnel in grades kindergarten through twelve across all content areas,
including teaching in and through the arts, and using technology in_classroom
instruction. No more than twenty-five percent of the funds appropriated for professional
development may be retained by the Department of Education for the administration and
provision of other professional development services which must be targeted to districts
who are or were the original trial and plaintiff school districts in the Abbeville law suit to
increase the capacity of educators and leaders in those districts. The Department of
Education must provide professional development on assessing student mastery of the
content standards through classroom, formative and end-of-year assessments. The
Department of Education also must post on the agency’s website the South Carolina
Professional Development Standards and provide training through telecommunication
methods to school leadership on the professional development standards. The
department is authorized to carry forward and expend professional development funds
for the same purpose.




